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Report Highlights: 
On October 26, the European Commission authorized the marketing of foods and food 
ingredients produced from Monsanto's biotech corn (NK603) in accordance with the GM Food 
and Feed regulation.  NK603 had already been approved under Directive 2001/18/EC for 
import and for use as animal feed and for industrial processing in July 2004.  This is only the 
second biotech product the EU has authorized since 1998 when a number of EU countries 
imposed marketing bans.  Currently, there are about 30 biotech products in the pipeline still 
awaiting approval by the EU. 
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On October 26, the European Commission authorized the marketing of foods and food 
ingredients produced from Monsanto’s biotech corn (NK603) in accordance with the GM Food 
and Feed Regulation.   NK603 had already been approved under Directive 2001/18/EC for 
import and for use as animal feed and for industrial processing in July 2004.  This is only the 
second biotech product the EU has authorized for marketing since 1998 when a number of EU 
countries imposed marketing bans.  Currently, there are about 30 biotech products in the pipeline 
still waiting approval by the EU. 
 
With both approvals in place, it is now possible to place on the market NK603 and derived 
products such as starch, oil, corn gluten feed and corn meal for food and feed use.  NK603 is not 
authorized for cultivation within the EU. In line with the new EU legislation on labeling, the corn 
and any product containing it will have to show clearly that it has been genetically modified. The 
Commission took the decision to authorize NK603 following the failure of the Council either to 
approve or reject the Commission proposal for authorization.  NK603 corn has been modified to 
make it tolerant to the herbicide glyphosphate. This improves weed control and thereby the 
cultivation of corn. The authorization of NK603 corn for food use is valid immediately and will 
stay valid for 10 years.  
 
 
Visit our website: our website www.useu.be/agri/usda.html provides a broad range of useful 
information on EU import rules and food laws and allows easy access to USEU reports, trade 
information and other practical information.   
 
Related reports from USEU Brussels: 
 

Report 
Number 

Title Date Released 

E34057 MON810 Biotech Corn Enters EU Common 
Catalogue 

9/9/04 

E34009 Update on the EU’s Biotech Approval 
Process 

5/6/04 

E24069  Antibiotic Resistance Marker Genes 4/21/04 

E24045 Safe as Conventional Rapeseed 4/4/04 

E23234 Bt11 Sweet Corn 12/9/03 

E23233 Safe as Conventional Corn 12/8/03 

E23231 European Food Safety Authority 12/8/03 

E23170 Austria’s Request for Ban on Use of GMOs 
Denied 

9/8/03 

These reports can be accessed through our website www.useu.be/agri or through 
the FAS website http://www.fas.usda.gov/scriptsw/attacherep/default.asp. 
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